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SECTION 09950 - WALL COVERING AND WALL PROTECTION  

1.1 GENERAL Drawings and general provisions of Contract, including General and 

Supplemental Conditions and Division 1 Specifications sections, apply to work of this section.  

1.2 SUBMITTALS  

A. Product Data: Submit manufacturer's product data for each type of wall covering and or wall 

protection specified.  

1. Include technical information, installation instructions for each type of substrate and 

maintenance instructions. 

2. Include data on physical characteristics, durability, fade resistance, flame resistance 

characteristics, surface flame spread rating(s) and antimicrobial treatments.  

3. Include manufacturer's recommendations for maximum permissible moisture content of 

substrate.  

4. Provide to architect upon request a certificate of compliance that all wall covering used meets 

specifications and modifications outlines herein.  

B. Samples: for verification purposes of each type of wall covering / wall protection indicated 

and for each color, texture and pattern selected for installation. Prepare samples from the same 

materials to be used on the project. Include the following:  

1. Full width sample of each wall covering required, not less than 36 inches long, showing 

complete pattern. 

2. 12 inch long sample of each molding accessory.  

C. Maintenance data consisting of manufacturer's printed instructions for maintenance of each 

type of wall covering for inclusion in Operating and Maintenance Manual specified in Division 

1. 

1. Include methods and frequency recommended for maintaining optimum condition under 

anticipated use conditions.  

2. Include precautions for use of cleaning materials and methods, which could be detrimental to 

finishes and performance or might damage wall covering material.  



3. Include a copy of the fire performance characteristics for each product specified.  

1.3 QUALITY ASSURANCE  

A. Installer qualifications: Engage an experienced installer who has specialized in the installation 

of wall coverings similar to that required for this project.  

B. Manufacturer Qualifications: Provide each type of wall covering produced by a single 

manufacturer with not less than 3 years production experience, who published product literature 

clearly indicated compliance of wall covering with requirements indicated.  

C. Fire Performance Characteristics: Provide wall coverings materials that have been tested and 

bear the UL label and marking, indicating the following fire performance characteristics:  

1. Surface Burning Characteristics: As follows, tested in accordance with ASTM E84 and NFPA 

255.  

a. Flame Spread: not more than 25 b. Smoke Developed: not more than 450 D. Test Panels: 

Install 3 full width test panels, including one corner, where designated by the Architect. Replace 

test panels which are not acceptable until a satisfactory installation is achieved.  

1.4 DELIVERY, STORAGE AND HANDLING  

A. Deliver materials to project site in original factory packages or containers, clearly labeled to 

identify manufacturer, brand name, lot number, quality or grade, and fire hazard classification.  

B. Store materials inside in original undamaged packaging, in a well-ventilated area protected 

from weather, moisture, soiling, extreme temperatures and humidity. Do not store rolled goods 

upright; lay flat, blocked off the ground to prevent sagging and warping. Maintain temperature in 

storage area above 40 degrees F (4 degrees C).  

C. Comply with recommendations of the manufacturer for special delivery, storage, and handling 

requirements.  

1.5 JOB CONDITIONS  

A. Maintain a constant minimum temperature of 60 degrees F (16 degrees C) in the installation 

area at least 10 days before and 10 days after the application of materials.  

B. Illuminate installation areas using the building's permanent lighting system; temporary 

lighting alone will not be acceptable.  

1.6 SEQUENCING AND SCHEDULING  

A. Schedule installation with other construction activities to minimize the possibility of damage 

and soiling during the remainder of the construction period.  



1.7 MAINTENANCE  

A. Replacement materials: After completion of the work, deliver to the project site not less than 

6 lineal years of each wall covering type, and of each color and pattern installed, exclusive of 

material required to properly complete the installation. Furnish replacement materials from the 

same production run as materials installed.  

1. Package replacement materials with protective covering, wrapping, clearly identified with 

appropriate labels as replacement material. 

2. Furnish accessory components as required. 

2.1 PRODUCTS  

A. Manufacturers: subject to compliance with requirements, provide products of one of the 

following:  

1. Vinyl Wall Covering: As selected by Architect.  

2. High Impact Sheeting: Manufacturers subject to compliance, provide products of one of the 

following: 

a. Construction Specialties  

b. Institutional Products  

c. Genon wall coverings  

d. Koroguard e. Knoll "Imago" with hardcoat finish  

2.2 MATERIALS  

A. Vinyl Wall covering: Provide integrally pigmented, opaque virgin vinyl calendared film vinyl 

wall covering material treated with mildew and antimicrobial additives and laminated to suitable 

backing. Comply with FS CCC-W-408A and CFFA-W-101-A for types required.  

1. Type 1: Light duty; total weight 7 ounces per sq. yd minimum; vinyl coating 5 ounces per sq 

yd minimum.  

2. Type II: Medium duty; total weight 13 ounces per sq yd minimum; vinyl coating 7 ounces per 

sq yd minimum.  

3. Wall covering material shall be mildew resistant; shall contain bacterial additives to inhibit 

microbiological growth of staphylocollus, aureus, escherichia, and spergillus niger.  

B. High Impact Sheeting:  



1. High Impact Sheeting (acrylic): Vinyl / acrylic material with Izod impact strength of 24.1 lbs 

per inch of notch as conforming to ASTM D256, free from buckle, scale, and surface 

imperfections. Matte pebblette grain surface. Color shall be integral throughout depth of 

material. Nominal thickness of .060".  

2. High Impact Sheeting (polyresin): Knoll "Imago" with hard coat finish. Fabric encapsulated in 

high-performance resin; hard coat finish to be applied. Sheet thickness: 1/8".  

3. Width of vinyl wall covering: 54 inches.  

4. Sheet size of high impact sheeting: 48 inches x 96 inches.  

C. Color, Pattern and Texture: Match Architect's sample for control of color, pattern and texture. 

Vinyl wall coverings and or high impact sheeting is are as follows:  

1. Refer to room finish schedule for wall covering information OR insert information here. 

2.3 ACCESSORY ITEMS  

A. Adhesives: Provide manufacturer's recommended adhesive, primer and sealer, produced 

expressly for use with selected wall covering on substrate. Provide materials which are mildew-

resistant, shall contain bactericidal additives to inhibit microbiological growth of staphylocollus, 

aureus, escherichia coli, and aspergillus niger and non-staining to wall covering. 

B. Release coat: provide sealer or undercoat for new gypsum wallboard and other substrates as 

recommended by wall covering manufacturer.  

1. Provide undercoat for previously painted gypsum wallboard and other substrates as 

recommended by wall covering manufacturer. 

3.1 EXAMINATION  

A. Examine the substrates scheduled to receive wall coverings for compliance with requirements 

and conditions affecting performance of wall covering work.  

B. Make certain that wall surfaces are free from defects and imperfections that could show 

through the finished surface.  

C. Do not install wall coverings over oil-based wood stains or felt-tip markers.  

D. Check painted surfaces for possibility of pigment bleed-through. E. Do not proceed until 

unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected.  

3.2 PREPARATION:  



A. Acclimatize wall covering materials by removing them from packaging in the installation area 

not less than 24 hours before application. 

B. Remove switchplates, wall plates, and surface-mounted fixtures in areas where wall covering 

is to be applied. Upon completion of wall covering installation in each space, reinstall removed 

items using workmen skilled in the trades involved.  

C. Prime and seal substrates in accordance with the wall covering manufacturer's 

recommendations for type of substrate. Apply a surface sealer to gypsum drywall, which will 

permit subsequent removal of wall covering without damage to substrate.  

D. Sand finished plaster shall be smoothed, cinder or cement blocks shall be plastered or 

otherwise rendered smooth, and old wall coverings shall be removed.  

E. If there is any evidence of mildew on the walls, the mildew must be removed and the wall 

surface treated to inhibit further mildew growth.  

F. Test substrate with electronic moisture meter to verify that surfaces to be covered do not 

exceed moisture content permitted by the manufacturer. 

3.3 INSTALLATION  

A. Vinyl wall covering: Place panels consecutively in the order cut from rolls, including filling 

spaces above or below openings. Hang by reversing alternate strips except on match patterns, or 

as indicated in the manufacturer's instructions.  

1. Apply adhesive to the back of the wall covering and place in accordance with the 

manufacturer's instructions.  

2. Seams: Install seams plumb, and at least 6 inches away from corners. Horizontal seams will 

not be permitted. Overlap seams and double-cut to assure tight closure.  

3. Roll, brush or use a broad knife to remove air bubbles, wrinkles, blisters, and other defects. 

Cut wall covering evenly to the edges of wall penetrations. 

4. Trim selvages as required to assure color uniformity and pattern match. B. High Impact 

Sheeting: Install according to manufacturer's instructions.  

3.4 CLEAN UP: 

A. Vinyl wall covering: Remove excess along finished seams and perimeter edges while still 

using warm water and a clean sponge; wipe dry.  

B. Remove surplus materials, rubbish, and debris resulting from wall covering installation upon 

completion of work, and leave areas of installation in neat, clean condition. 



3.5 PROTECTION:  

A. Provide protective methods and materials needed to insure that wall coverings will be without 

deterioration or damage at time of substantial completion.  

END OF SECTION 09950  

These Design Standards were last modified January 2003.  

 


