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No. 135.

IN ASSEMBLY,

- March 7, 1862.

REPORT

OF THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY ON MILITARY IN-
STRUCTION IN THE COLLEGES AND HIGHER INSTITUTIONS
OF LEARNING, IN THE STATE, IN RESPONSE TO THE RESO-
LUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF JANUARY 24TH, 1862,

Orrice or THE REGENTS,
Avnaxy, March T, 1862,

The Regents of the University, in compliance with a resolu-
tion of the honorable the Assembly of the twenty-fourth day of
January .last, requesting them to indicate to the House their
views as to the practicability of the introduction of a military
drill and the manual of arms, together with the practice and
theory of military engineering into the colleges and higher ip-
stitutions of learning of this State, and if they should regard
the same, in whole or in part, as feasible, that they report a
method of carrying the same into effect, the total cost of which
to the State shall not exceed the sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars & year, '

Resrecrrviny Reponcr :

That the subject of the resolution received their early and
careful attention. The object proposed by the Assembly is pre-
sumed to be thespreparation of a class of educated men compe-
tent for officers of the militia of the State whenever it shall be
called into active service. Such preparation should embrace, be-
gides general culture and scholarship, essential in the officer to
secure respect from the soldier and influence over his conduct and
character, at least so much of military engineering as is required
for the construction of field fortifications and roads and bridges,
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8 thorough knowledge of military tactics in the school of e
soldier ; the company and the battalion ; the principles of :ttt'ck
and defence ; the genersl theory of war; and the Jaws which
govern its conduct in all the relations of belligerents.

The Regents are confirmed in their opinion that such 8 course
of instruction may be engrafied on our existing colleginte lt'ld
academic studies, by answers which they have received to a cir
cular addressed to the colleges and several of the academies of
the State on this subject,’ several of which and extracts f’?m
;tihnrs they herewith submit for the consideration of the Assem

¥.

In our National Military Academy more than half the time ?f
thu! student is spent in studies which have only a relation 10t
their application to military affairs. These branches are now
h“Eh_l in the colleges and best academics. Without injuriaﬂﬂ_ly
affecting the character, or impairing the efficacy of the gtudies
now pursued, their application to military purposes may be
taught even by the existing faculties of instruction.

Tactics, in the limited sense in which the term i# ususlly
taken, has already been introduced into many colleges and acade-
mies. Its salutary influence is clearly seen in the improved benr:
ing of the young men, in the strengthening of their phy sical
powers, in the forming of habits of subardination snd prompt
obedience, and in directing to useful purposes the natural ex:
‘mm of youthful feeling. To the well furnished officer, the
k_nowledge of military tactics in its more enlarged sense is onsel
hﬁ.‘ In this view it embraces the formation and, disposition of
armies, the modes of encamping and lodging them, snd directing
th.m.r movements in the fice of an enemy. In this department of
military education, the instruction of the thoroughly educated
officer will be required, and for this, special provision must
made by the State, A professor competent to supervise e

?vhole system of military instruction, and to lecture on the sub-
© jects above indicated, together with interuational law and tho
laws of war, should in the opinion of the Regents be provid
for every two colleges. A subordinate officer whose duties
be principally those of drill-master, will be necessary for f
oollege and academy in which military instruction shall be S‘wn‘i

In an experiment entirely new in this State, the Regents woul
urge that so much should not be attempted as to bhazard ita suc-
goss, It will be better that a limited system ghould be first
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adopted which may be gradually enlarged in such ways and to
such extent as experience shall dictate, It is therefore recom-
mended that it shall at first provide for the education mainly of
infantry officers, and that for such purpose six colleges, and also
one academy in each judicial district, shall be selected. In or-
ganizing the system, some expenses will necessarily be incurred
which need not annually be repeated, The necessary annual ex-
penses will probably be somewhat as follows,

For the salaries of three professors.___________ £4,500 00
For the salaries of 14 drill-masters, at $750_ ____ 10,500 00
For annual additions to libraries, &e..________. 1,500 00
For incidental expenses. .. .. - .:.. A P 1,500 00

$18,000 00

In this estimate, no account is taken of the expense of arms
and equipments, as it is presumed that they willbe in possession
of the State and may be furnished without direct expense.

That the system ‘of drills may be maintained uninterrupted
by the condition of the weather, convenient rooms will be re-
quired. Some institutions are furnished with these. It may be
necessary that others receive aid from the State for their erec-
tion. Small libraries of military books, both for study and refer-
ence, and maps, plans and models of fortifications must be pro-,
vided. For these purposes, and to meet incidental expenses, un-
avoidable in the organization and arrangement of any such sys-
tem, the proposed appropriation may be applied for four or six
months, within which the system of instruction can scarcely bo so
fully matured as to be brought into operation.

There are many reasons in favor of an annual guthering of
the pupils instructed in the several institutions, into an encamp-
ment in which they may be trained to some extent into the expe-
riences of soldier life. Should the Adjutant General deem this
expedient, it is believed that the expenses of such encampment,*
the necessary camp equipage having been furnished by the State,
may be paid from the balance of the appropriation above the
estimated annual expenditure.

In making the above recommendations, the Regents have not
been nnmindful of the great importance of artillery and cavalry
exercise, but having been asked to propose a plan within certain
limits of expense, they have been obliged to govern their recom-
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mendations accordingly. If any part of the proposed appropria-
tion can be made available for either of the objects referred to,
especially for that of artillery exercise, the Regents most cor-
dially recommend it.
~.Acting on the advice of the chairman of the committee of
military affairs, the Regents herewith submit the draft of a bill
for carrying out the objects contemplated by the Assembly.

All which is respectfully submitted.

By order of the Regents,

: JOHN V. L. PRUYN,
¢ Chancellor of the University.



Usiversity or tae State of New Yomrk, )
Orrice or TrE RecENTs,
Avpany, January 27, 1862,

The Honorable the Assembly, by & resolution adopted on thé
24th inst., requested the views of the Regents as to the practica-
bility of introducing a military drill and the manual of arms,
together with the practice und theory of military engineering
into the golleges and higher institutions of learning in the State,
and'if they should regard the same as feasible, that they report
a method of carrying the plan into effect.

Before responding to the resolution of the Assembly, the
Regents desire to obtain the views of as many persons connected
with the higher literary institutions of the State as they can con-
veniently consult, in regard not only to the general question re-
ferred to them, but also the details of any plan which may appear
to be desirable for securing the objects contemplated.

The early period at which it is manifestly necessary to respond
to the resolution of the Assembly, if any legislation is to be based
upon the report of the Regents, prevents any extended statement -
at this time of their views; but it is the impression of several
members of the Board, who have “consulted with each other in-
formally, that our higher institutions of learning may readily,
and usefully to the State and to themselves, be made, at a mode-
rate expense, the effectual means of imparting the elements of a
respectable military education to a large portion of the young
men under their care, qualifying them at any future period in
life to become efficient army officers. Had there been such a
body of men in our State, from which officers for our present
army could have been chosen, they would have had ample oppor-
tunity to render most valuable service to the country. :

The Regents respectfully request your views on the following
points :

First. As to the general practicability of the plan and the best
mode of carrying it into effect.

Second. Would your institution desire to establish a depart-
ment of military instruction ?
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Third. If so, would you prefer to make the military professor-
« ship a separate one, or would you add its duties to those of an
existing chair ?

Fourth. What aid, if any, from the State, would you deem
necessary in introducing and maintaining a eystem of military
instruction in your institution ?

Fifth. As an actusl life in camp for a fow weeks every year
would be desirable in almost any scheme for military education,
would this in any way influence your general course of study, or
your vacations, and to what extent ?

We shall be happy to receive your answers to the above in-
quiries and your views on the subject generally, at an early day.

We are yours very respectfully,
JOHN V. L. PRUYN, * ;
Chancellor of the Universily.
8. B. WooLworrn, Secretary.



UNION CQLLEGE.

February 3, 1862.
Hon. Jonx V. L. Pruyx,
Chancellor of the University :

Dear Sir—Yours of the 27th ult., in reference to military in-
struction in colleges and higher literary institutions in the State,
has been duly received, and in answer I would say :

I have not any matured opinion of the expediency or practica-
bility of introducing such instruction generally into the colleges
and higher schools of the State, and would therefore only speak
in reference to this college.

I think there are facilities for very favorably and effectively
intreducing military studies here.

Dr. Gillespie, our professor of civil engineering, gave last sea-
son instruction in field fortification, and he is now giving a
course of lectures on the science and art of war, and which he
is prepared to make as full and minute as may be desirable..

The regular college curriculum both for the scientific and class-
ical studies is now arranged as favorably for general purposes of
education as can readily be made, and as full as can be passed
by average minds. It will not, therefore, be advisable to make
changes for the admission of military studies here, and even if.such
change were here made, it would be impracticable to make the
military studies obligatory. upou all, and the necessary arrange-
ment for optional studies would confuse the classes injuriously.

The civil engineering course among many other itcm_s of study,
includes drawing, surveying, bridge building, and general con-
struction, all necessary to a military education, and here it will
be possible to combine all that may be needed. Dr. Gillespie
gives the following general divisions of a course which he is pre-
pnred to superintend and fill out in detail, viz : Organization, or
the manner of getting up an army ; Logistics, or the means and
modes of lodging and moving an army tactics, fortifications,
strategy.
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This arrangement would admit such special stndents as desired
to give attention chiefly to military studies; such as desired to
combine military with civil engineering; such as would combine
military with portions of the regular courses; and such in the
full course as from inclipation a_nfi superior talent might take
beth.,

In this way much may be done with no hindrance to the pre-
sent departments of study. The time thus taken from the pro-
fessor's duties must be supplied by assistant professors, and would
make an additional expense of at least one salary, ($1500.00) an-
nually, and should military drill and manual of arms be intro-
duced, a drill master and assistants and arms used would so
much augment the expense. As regards actual camp life, if any
thing is done, it will be best it should come in and be restricted
to the regular college vacations.

I have conferred with Dr. Nott and some of our board of trus.
tees, and such arrangements as above will meet their approba-
tion.

Yours, very respectfully,
L. P. HICKOK.

HAMILTON COLLEGE.

Crisron, February, 1862,
Hon. J. V. L. Pruys, Chancellor ;

Dear Sir—In accordance with the communication received
from you in behalf of the Regents of the University, after a full
consultation with the faculty of this institution, I would transmit
the following auswers to the questions propounded in your ecir-
cular,

First. It is our opinion that it is practicable to introduce mili-
tary insttuction so as not seriously to.interfere with our present
course, or diminish the attainments of our students in those
branches essential to a liberal education. In regard to military
drill and the manual of arms, we should have no diffienlty. A
portion of the time during the course, could also be devoted to
the * theory” of military engineering. How far we could pro-
ceed in the practical application of the theory, we are not fully
agreed. If this should be limited to the study of models, it
would not be difficult to connect it with the theory. But we ap-
prehend a difficulty in doing this to any great extent outside of
the recitation room.
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Second. The faculty, in the present state of our country and
its probable future, regard it as desirable thatsucha department .
of instruction should be here established.

Third. In order to do this, it would be necessary as we are
situated, to have a regular professorship of military science; but
it might be desirable to connect with it some of the duties be-
longing to one of the other professorships in order to give the
chair its due importance and influence,

Fourth. In answer to this enquiry, I send with this an estimate
of the expenses of such a department made by our treasurer,
The estimate of the parade ground and the enlargement of the
gymnasium so as to make it suitable for a drill room, &c., may be
gomewhat reduced, but the expenses usually attending such en-
largements oftener exceed than fall under the estimates.

Fifth. In answer to this enquiry, the faculty are not prepared
to give a definite opinion. There are difficulties attending the
camping out obvious to us, which we do not yet see how to avoid,
If a general plan should be adopted in case this department
is established, we should endeavor to work into it.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
SAMUEL W. FISHER, President.

Ezpenses attending the establishment and mointenance of a military
department in Hamilton College.

FOR FIRST YEAR.
A building to be used as a drill room in bad weather, an armory

and a guard room.........._...... $750 00
Aparadeground__ __.__.._cceco..-.. 250 00
LIbRary.ccusisotvasicnmmntawaeveastan <4000
Sandrial oo AR esss i nsansau 10000
Salary: of professior .. . ccnc caenaon--= 1,200 00

—  $2,500 00
FOR SUBSEQUENT YEARS. T
Salary of professor_.._..__.....__.... §$1,200 00
Appropriations for library_._________.. 100 00
e bt Ao Al et e B s o S R 200 00
£1,500 00
_—=

0. 8, WILLIAMS, Treasurer.
Dated February 4, 1862.

P. 8. The State to furnish arms and equipments, and the stu-
dents their uniforms, 0. 8. W.
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HOBART COLLEGE.

Joux V. L. Pruvs, Esq., Chancellor, &c., &c., Albany :

My Dear Sir—I have given attention to the subject presented
by your circular of the 2Tth ult., and consulted with the faculty.

I think the military drill might be introduced without much
difficulty, and that it would have beneficial effects aside from the
exigencies of war.

I suppose that one of our present officers, with an addition to
his salary might be willing, as he would be very competent, to
teach the drill.

To teach military engineering would require a distinet pro-
fessorship, which we have no means of establishing. But the
college authorities would give every facility in this direction so
far as the other departments of instruction could minister to the
thorough education of military officers. .

Our mathematical course is a very thorough one. We exact
the calculus of all students.

We probably could not keep up the drill in winter as we have
no hall to drill in. But we could maintain it, say five or six
months of the year, which would be sufficient.

I do not see how we could get time for other than students in
a military department to go into camp. '

You may rely, my dear sir, on a cordial co-operation on our
part in carrying into effect any well directed scheme for the at-
tainment of the very desirable object you name.

1 am, dear sir, very respectfully, yours,
A. JACKSON.

Hoparr Correcr, February 6, 1862

—

UNIVERSITY OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

The committee of the faculty to whom was referred the letter
of the Board of Regents inquiring concerning the probability of
introducing a system of military drill and instruction into our
colleges and seminaries, respectfully report as follows:

I. In answer to the first inquiry, the committee would say that
they regard the introduction of military drill and instruction as
quite practicable, within certain limits to be hereinafter indi-
cated. The methods of such addition to our existing arrange-
ments will be described in answer to the subsequent inguiries,
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II. Upon the second point they would say that the university
will most cordially co-operate in the effort to establish such in-
struction to the extent of its means, and that the establishment
of a professorship for this purpose would be altogether agreeable
to our wishes.

III. Upon the third point they would suggest that the vigor-
ous prosecution of the object wounld seem to require the use of
both the means suggested in the letter,

The variety of subjects involved in any comprehensive system
of military education would require both an adaptation of our
existing methods of instruction to the proposed new department,
and also’ the establishment of a separate chair. Our present
course would require to be so altered that the professor of
chemistryy should teach, in addition to his present subjects, the
important applications of chemistry to pyrotechny and the art
of war.

The professor of mathematics and natural philosophy would
need to discuss at much greater length than he now does, the
theory of projectiles and guunery.

Some additional instruction would also seem requisite in rela-
tion to the construction of bridges and roads, and the general
department of military engineering.

When this has been done, and the application of existing means
has been carried as far as practicable without abandoning our
present objects, a wide field will remain, embracing all the practi-
cal, and much of the theoretical art of war.

A professor would be required to drill the student in the use
of small arms and of cannon. Some knowledge of topographical
drawing, and of the construction of maps, must be imparted.
The whole department ef tactics; of the management of troops
in the field ; of field works in their location, design and construc-
tion, together with a general idea of permanent fortifications
must also be taught, with something of military history and criti-
cism. These branches involve so many subjects and methods of
discipline, that a competent instructor would be indispensable,
in addition to our existing means of education.

IV. Inregard to the fourth point the committee would say, th“t
aid would be requisite so far as they can now perceive, to the
following extent : arms and equipments must be furnished to the
students, and some aid must be given in providing nniforms :
many of our young men being in circumstances which would
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render it difficult, if not impossible, for them to supply them-
selves. Besides the-e supplies, the salary of a suitable instrue-
tor in military science will require to be provided in addition to
our present means. With these aids, the system could be intro-
duced at once, and carried to an extent which would be very use-
ful in imparting a familiarity with the elements of the subject.

V. With reference to the last enquiry it may be replied, that
no change in our terms or vacations would be required in order
to the adoption of the new system.

The daily exercises of the University terminate at 1 P. M.,
and the succeeding hour, when the students are already assem-
bled, could be appropriated to the drill and to practical instruc-
tion. Our ample building would supply drill rooms in wet
weather, and the parade ground at our door would be available
when the weather was suitable for out-of-door exercises.

The chemical and philosophical instruetion could go on in con-
nection with the present arrangements. An hour daily, throngh-
out the year, could be given to those who are anxious for profi-
ciency, and be occupied by the military professor. To this ex-
tent no change need be required ; and possibly a less amount of
time might be found sufficient. ’

A camp, during the summer, might be formed in the neighbor-
hood of the city, or perhaps in some park within its limits ; and
as our only vacation of any extent is from the latter part of
June to the middle of September, this beautiful season would
furnish abundant opportunity with us, as it has been found to do
at West Point.

Such an arrangement, however, if thought necessary, would
involve an additional expense. Tents and camp equipage must
be provided, and some allowance, equivalent to rations, fuel, at-
tendance, &e. must be made. With this additional provision, we
do not doubt that the arrangement would be not only practica-
ble, but very popular with large numbers of our young men, and
would form them into the best class of officers for the troops of
our State.

It may be added that the introduction of a thorongh military
drill and discipline has been found to have a favorable effect
upon the habits of young men in several other respects. The
use of a simple uniform tends to prevent the extravagance in
dress to which they are sometimes tempted ; the habit of prompt
obedience is highly favorable to the order of u literary institu-
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tion ; the drill is serviceable in imparting a good physical devel-
opment and bearing; and the gradations of rank among the stu-
dents become the prizes of merit and act as incentives to dili-
gence and regularity of demeanor.
All which is respectfully submitted.
J. W. DRAPER,
BENJAMIN N. MARTIN,
‘. Committee.
February 10, 1862.
University of city of New York :
Unanimously approved in Faculty meeting February 10, 1862.
ISAAC FERRIS,
- Chancellor, &c. *

MADISON UNIVERSITY.
Janvary 31, 1862.
Hon. Joux V. L. Pruyx, LL. D.,
_ Chancellor of the Regents of University of V. Y., and
8. B. WooLworth, LL. D., Secrefary :

Gentlemen—I have received a circular over your signature
making certain enquiries in respect to the establishment of a
military department in our colleges and higher institutions of
learning. I have submitted your paper to the faculty of this
university, and its subject matter was most respectfully consid-
ered. Though no definite conclusion was put into form, I think
there would be a general coneurrence in the following responses
to the several inquiries submitted.

First. To the practicability of introducing a military drill, &e.
We have had some experience already in this business. At the
opening of last sumwer’s term, some hundred of our students
were formed into a military corps for daily drilling, under the
instruction of a member of the senior class, who had been an
officer in the Swedish service, They made great proficiency in
knowledge and skill in the military art. Nearly twenty of them
are now in the army of the Potomac, three of whom are captains
of companies, and three first lieutenants, and others in subordi-
nate offices. We learn that they are considered by their superiors,
among the best and most reliablg in the regiment. For the
greater part of the time we could perceive no material falling off
in their regular studies. The time for drill was that previously
devoted to physical exercise, and was found to be n admirable
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substitnte, nay quite superior in its effect nupon the health and
upon the steadiness and grace of the general movements of the
hﬂdj'-r

Towards the end of the term, the interest became so great in
this kind of exercise, a number having made up their minds to
enlist, and others considering the matter, that we could clearly
perceive a diminution of interest in their devotion to science and
literature. Yet, on the whole, not much was dost in this direc-
tion. 8till we were convinced that this element needed watch-
ing and restraint. Should it become, however, incorporated as
a part of the regular programme of our curriculum, it might
easily I think, be kept in its proper place. We have the men on

‘the ground competent to take charge of such a department as

the one proposed. Professor Brown, principal of the grammar
school, has given much attention since the commencement of the
war, to military tactics, and has spent considerable time in teach-
ing and drilling a company of our citizens. Prof. Stone, a recent
accession to our corps of instructors, has seen service, having
been for some time a lieutenant in the army of the Potomac, and
was wounded at the affair of Big Bethel. He left the army to
aceept a professorship here, it having been tendered to him while
in the service without any previous intimation to him of the
fact. Besides men, we have some material to earry out our plan.
The State kindly loaned us (on the requisite conditions for secn-
rity) last summer, for the use of the “ university corps,” 100
stand of arms. We bave them in readiness for use. The prac.
ticability of the measure, so far as we are concerned, is not a
question to be solved.

I am not prepared to speak with any positiveness as to the
best mode of carrying it as a permanent arrangement, into effect,
I am not a military man, and it seems to me considerable military
knowledge and experience in military inst ruction would be essen-
tial elements in an enlightened decision on the subject.

Second. Should the Legislature of the State think best on the
whole, to make special provisions for the suggested plan, we
ghould desire to come into the arrangement,

Third. 1 am of the opinion that it would best accord with the
character and organization of our university, to make the pro-
posgd measure an appendage to some of our existing depart-
ments,

Fourth, As we should even in such a case be obliged to enforce
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at other points our system of instruction, and as our present re-
sources are drawn upon to their fullest capacity, we should need
aid from the State to accomplish this additional work in the
most efficient manner. I speak for myself alone in saying an
annual appropriation of about $!,000 wounld guaranty a large
amount of work in the new department. The matter of encamp-
ment T think could be managed so as not materially to interfere
with the general course.

Thus 1 have cursorily replied to your inquiries. I have no
room-to discuss the propriety or expediency of the propﬂaﬁﬂ
measure. 1 should feel considerable diffidence in offering sugges-
tions, but the extraordinary exigencies which have come upon-”
us a& a nation, require extraordinary expedients to meet them.
We are forced by events to become a military people. We must
educate our sons worthily to fulfil the enforced destiny.

1 am, gentlemen, with profound respect,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. W. EATON,
President of Madison University.

-
ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE.

Fompnax, N. Y., February T, 1862.
Hon. J. V. L. Pavyx, &c., &o.:

Sir—In answer to your circular, dated Junuary 27, I have
the honor to say, that the object proposed to be attained cannot
but meet with our entire approbation.

Our system of education should be such as to qualify our
young men to become at any future period, if required, efficient
army officers ; but I doubt that the mixing up of military practice
with scientific and literary pursuits in cur colleges would secure
the expected result.

The introduction of such a military system as has been sug:
gested, would in a great measure endanger the improvement of
the student in those branches of science and literature, which
form the basis of our university education. Their attention
would be engrossed by the very attractive amusement of drilling,
camp-life and the like; order and discipline would suffer;_and
gerions stndies would be neglected.

Supposing that we take upon ourselves duties which until
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now have exclusively fallen within the provinee of military
gchools, shall we be able to devote to them a time and a degree
of attention sufficient to give us the hope of being in any reason-
able manner serviceable to the country in this regard? On
the contrary, if we look at the programme of studies followed
“in the colleges of the university, we shall see that the best prepa-
ration which can be given onr Young men, even for the army, is
& thorough training in those studies. Their practical utility is
not always acknowledged as it should be; their object is to de-
velop the faculties harmonioys] ¥, and consequently to form.men,
a result which cannot be obtained by any other system. Let
stheir function in the State be recognized ; let them be encouraged
more, perhaps, than they are, and we shall have men at the head
of our army as well as in other avocations, for which the good of
society requires more than what our common schools can give.
However, nothing prevents that our mathematical course should
be strengthened and directed according to the requirements of
our times ; that the theory and practice of military engineering
should be more particularly attended to; that linear drawing
should be introduced ; and when this is done, a short time spent
in military schools, will, in our oppion, be more conducive to the
end we have in view, than several years drilling in a college.
Yours, respectfully,
AUG. J. THEBAUD,
Pres. 8t. John's College.

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER.

Dear Sir—1 beg leave to comply with your request to state,
somewhat in detail, what we in the University of Rochester
could do in respect to the matter of military education, as well
as the expense which would of necessity be incurred by the
State.

Wit our present number of men we should require one hun-

dred and seventy-five muskets with their requisite equipments ;

we should need swords and belts for the instruction of tactics,
and six or eight company officers. We should need provision for
mugic when drilling in the field or marching. We should need a
drill hall (the expense of which will be mentioned hereafter) in
order to secure attention to drill in all weanther, in summer and
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winter. This should be one hundred and fifty (150) feet long
and fifty (50) feet in width.

We should need a small sum, say five hundred dollars at first,
for outlay in military works and models of fortifications and
warlike engines of various sorts,

If the artillery drill should be added to instruction in infantry
tactics, we should require the use of a section of artillery (two
pieces) properly mounted and equipped with caissons, harnesses
for horses, etc., and an appropriation to pay for the hire of
horses for exercise three or four times a year.

We should require for this purpose, say one hundred and twen-
ty-five dollars a year, (§125). .

We should require the pay of a teacher of tactics and super-
intendent of drilling, amounting, say to seven hundred and fifty
dollars a year, ($750).

Without seriously affecting the college course of literature and
science we could teach in the

Freshman year : Infantry tactics—School of the soldier and
school of the company, from a text book and by drill.

Sophomore year: Infantry tactics—School of the battalion.
In artillery the elements of gunnery in connection with the the-
ory of projectiles. Infantry drill continued.

Junior year : School of the piece—School of the section, ac-
companied by artillery drill. In chemistry, the composition and
tests of powder and pyrotechny in its elements.

Senior year : Some elementary treatise on field fortifications
and the principles of attack and defence, together with camp
duties, method of making returns, requisitions, &e., to be accom-
panied with infantry and artillery drill and exercise in connec-
tion with junior students.

This course of study or what is equivalent to it might be in-
terspersed with the college curriculum, and the course of study
and instruction in it so given that it might conduce materially
to the increase of interest in the study of history, and to furnish
practical illustrations of the value of chemical and mechanical
science, As a preparation for military life it would, of course,
be meagre, but with the habits of study and mental discipline
given by a college course it would furnish a foundation upon
which, by practice and study, a man might become an accom-
plished officer in infantry or artillery, If it should be thought
too much to attempt artillery the instruction might be confined

[Assembly No. 135. | 2
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to infantry tacticts and the artillery drill omitted. It is of the
highest importance to the State that no more should be attempt- -
ed than can be accomplished by all students without injury to
their obtaining the full and adequate course of liberal educa-
tion.

. The expenses to the State for the introduction of such a course
in the way 1 have described, for an average of one hundred and
fifty to one hundred and seventy-five students, would be about
as follows :

A drill hall 150 by 50 feet, one story high, on our college
campus, (thus excluding cost for lot), could be erected in a sub-
stantial manner
ERRWOOTESor 2L o2 < o0 SORE L R S S s $2,300
RISk for. - vo's o SRl CR TR TR SIS I0D
The cost of instruction (annually)
The cost of books and models, at first._______________ 500

Hire of artillery horses (annually)______.________.__. 125
LR ST 4T B S e S e e S NN GO S $4,075
B Evondarhellsi . s lnt JoUastl ol o o w 3,675

I have omitted the cost of musie, as I am unable to specify what
it would be. Apart from the instruments, which the State has
already on hand, the cost would be trifling.  After the drill hall
ghall have been finished and a foundation of a collection of mili-
tary books and models established, it is my conviction that the
whole expense to the State for the instruction of from one hun-
dred to one hundred and fifty students, in the theoretical and
practical course given above, might be carried through in the
University of Rochester, at an annual expense to the State not
exceeding fifteen hundred dollars. 1f our number of students
ghould increase, some additionat expense would be incurred,

Should the State wish to establish in one or more colleges a
course of higher instruction in military science, it is the opinion
of those who have investigated the subject, that a vear's conrse
substantially equivalent to the last year at West Point, might be
‘given by a professor and assistant professor, with a riding school
and apparatus in addition to what has been named above, for
‘the sum of four thousand and six hundred dollars a year,

Such a course of study would assume the pupils to have gone
through a college course respectably, together with the course of
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elementary instruction named in the first or general plan here-
with submitted. The number of students which could be taught
at the above expense would of course be limited in number, say
to fifty or seventy-five. Beyond this number an additional
teacher might be required.

Very respectfully, your ob’t servant,

(Bigned.) M. B. ANDERSON.

Rocuaester, February 20, 1862.

Hox. J. V. L. Proyy, LL. D.
Chancellor of the University of New York.

I have read the above communication from president Anders
gon, and examined the details into which he has entered and
fully agree with him in all he has said.

(Bigned.) J. F. QUIMBY.

GENESEE COLLEGE.

Lima, February 10, 1862, -
To the Honorable Regents of the University of New York:

Your circular of the 2Tth ult., has been duly received and
carefully considered. You are aware that in this institution and
the Genesee Weslevan Seminary, which might almost be =aid to
be a part of it, we annually receive more than four hundred
young men—not boys—for most of them are of quite mature
years, The breaking out of the present rebellion at once aroused
in these young hearts the most intense feclings of patriotism and
at the same time a military taste. A fine company was formed,
and is now at the seat of war, and those who remained at home
were, as far as possible, put under military drill. The best works
on military science became subjects of study, and we had hoped
to do much in this direction, almost without aid from the State.
We applied for arms, arms of any kind, but failed to secure them,
and our drill has mostly ceased. Were this all that the Regents
contemplate, we could, at no cost to the State but the loans of
arms, keep some two hundred of men under constant ard efficient
drill.  But in all likelihood, much more 1a intended, Already it
ean be distinetly seen that when the rebellion is over, we must
be a more military people than heretofore ; and it would seem to
be wisdom on the part of the State to prﬁvide for giving to the
educated young men of the State an enlarged and scientific
knowledge of the military art. I believe it practicable to devise
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a plan for this purpose. Already we give instruction in our col-
lege course that must ever form a part of such a course of study.
For a very small sum. say five hundred dollars per year, we might
somewhat extend it with a view to military engineering, and being
favored with arms, light arms and heavy ordnance, we might do
much to improve military science in the State. But it would, in
our opinion, be most desirable to create a professorship for the
purpose, and thus, by giving vs the presence and labors of, say
a graduate of West Point, we might amply repay the State for
the expense incurred. Could the Regents or Legislature appro
priate to us $1,500 a year, all this could be accomplished.

As to camping out, it might readily be done in the summer
time, and a certain number of weeks selected for the purpose
when all our colleges have vacations. The chief danger here
would be in the matter of expense. It scems to me that such
part of the plan should contemplate giving to our young men an
actual experience of the soldier's life. Both in respect to pro-
visious and their preparation, this life in the camp should resem-
ble the real one of the soldier in time of war. Certainly, were
it made a time of feast and frolic, of gambling and intemperance,
this period of camping could be productive only of ruin to our
noblest youth. I would errnestly beg that if this part of the
plan is adopted, the most stringent provision be made to secure
our young men from injury. The camps, I suppose, would be at
different points in the State, so that the expense of conveyance
would be as small as possible.

We have in our possession about 70 acres of land, with some
shade, enough I might say, and level fields just adapted for mili-
tary drills. I cannot doubt but our trustees would be glad to
place it at the disposal of the State for camping purposes. 1t ia
a short four miles from Honeoye Falls, on the Central railroad.
I had at first thought of a visit to the committee, but my time is
precious, and it has been no part of our policy to be trouble to
the Regents or the Legislature. Hon. D. A, Ogden, of the House,
is one of our trustees, and can communicate to you nearly as
well as myself.  We feel much interest in the proposition of your
circular, and will be glad to aid all we can in the perfection of
an efficient plan.

Yours truly,

JOHN MORRISON REID.
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NEW YORK FREE ACADEMY.

February 4, 1862,

Hon. Jonx V. L. Pruyx,
Chancellor of the University of the State of New York :

Dear Sir—I have had the honor to receive a communication
from the Regents of the university on the subject of introducing
military instruction into the colleges and the higher institutions
of learning in the State.

In reply, I have the pleasure to say, that I deem it entirely
feasible to introduce military instruction into our higher institu.
tions of learning, and that it may, if properly carried out, rather
prove serviceable than otherwise in the prosecution of the ordi-
nary course of studies.

Military engineering as taught at the military academy at
West Point, using the same text-books, was introduced into our
course of study a few months since, and is taught as well and as
thoroughly as any other braunch of instruction in the academy.
A certain amount of acquirement in military engineering has
therefore become necessary to the attainment with us, of an
academic degree.

Nor is this all, we have prepared in model, for the purpose of
instruction, a correct representation of the several systems of
fortification, both field and permanent.

Whether the Board of Education of this city, who are the
trustees of the Free Academy, will decide on introducing military
instruction further than they have already done, is more than [
can say positively; yet I have no doubt from present indications
that they will do so. A committee of the Board have the sub-
ject under consideration, and I learn that they will report in
favor of the measure., As to my own opinion, I am decidedly in
favor of extending the military department already esmhlis‘hod
in thI Free Academy so as to embrace infantry tactics, the
bayonet exercise, military gymnastics, and the various artillery
drills.

I should prefer, that the military instruction, to whatever ex-
tent it be introduced, should be connected with a chair already
existing in the institution; it is, with ng, connected with the
department of mixed mathematics, and has so far, worked admir-
ably well.

As we shall commence the drills, when introduced, only with
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our upper class, we probably may not require more for the first
year, than three hundred stands of arms and equipments. We
shall require also two field pieces for artillery drills. All ought
to be furnished by the State.

Encampments for a few weeks, as a most efficienf means of in-
struction in the military art, might take place during the sum-
mer vacations without interfering with the studies during term
time.

I am of the opinion, that military instruction can be intro-
duced into our higher institutions of learning without interfering
essentially with the course of study already established. The
physical exercise which the military drill necessarily requires,
gives great vigor to the bodily system, and enables the student
to engage in his studies with greater efficiency.

Mental culture and the acquisition of knowledge do not de-
pend go much on the time devoted to any giveén studies, as on the
energy with which they are pursued.

We are fortunately situated in the Free Academy to commence
a thorough course of drilling with the various military arms.
We have had for some months past, a partial organization of two
military companies, made up principally of our students, and
drilled by individual members of the classes, who themselves
were taught by some of the most skilful tacticians in the country.
We have instances also of some who have seen active service in
the field, and others again who belong to existing military
organizations in the city. We need not, therefore, go beyond
the institution to commence and earry out a thorough course of
study and practice in the art of war as contemplated in the reso-
lution of the Honorable the Assembly of the 24th ult,

1 have the honor to be,
With great respect,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) HORACE WEBSTER.

COLLEGE OF Sr. FRANCIS XAVIER.

Niw Yorx, February 4, 1861.
Honorable Sir—I respeetfully acknowledge the receipt of your
circular of the 27th of January, and in compliance with request
made therein, I subjoin my views on the subject under consid-
eration,
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I heartily concur with the honorable members of the Board
who are of opinion that our higher institutions of learning, may
readily and usefully to the State and to themselves, impart the
elements of a respectable military education to the young men
under their care who have any aptitude for a military career. I
deem this quite practicable in institutions wherein the course of
gtudies for the seniors could be extended to two years, as it may
in ours.

In our institution, one of the professors of higher mathematica
being a graduate of the polytechnic schopl, and having served a
long time in the army, could take upon himself the duties of the
military professorship. But as our college has not as yet taken
that development which it bids fair to have, and as the number
of our undergraduates is still inconsiderable, it seems to me more
conducive to its interests to defer for some time the establishing
of a department of military instruction. When, however, its
charter will be perpetual, the number of its undergraduates will
doubtless increase, and such amelioration be introduced as may
prove to the honorable Board that our aim will be to merit a con-
tinuance of their benevolent patronage.

May I add that a camp life, even for a short period, though of
manifest advantage to those who intend to lead a military life,
might be, in some respects, prejudicial to others, and not fully
meet with the approbation of parents,

Yours, respectfully,
JOS. DRUTHALLER, President.
Hon. Joux V, L. Pavys, LL. D.,

Chancellor of the University.

HUDSOX RIVER INSTITUTE.
Cravenack, N. Y., February 7, 1862
Hon. 8. B, WooLworTH : d

Dear Sir—In reply to your circular of the 27th of January, I
would say,

1. As to the general practicability of introducing military
drill, &ec., into the colleges and academies. We have not a doubt
of its practicability and of its beneficial results to the State and'
the country.
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2d. Our institution has established a military department. Its
success has exceeded our most sanguine expectations.

3d. We prefer to make this military professorship a separate
one.

4th. We think that the State should give $2,400.00 to each
academy that instructs one hundred pupils free in military drill,
manual of arms, and the theory of military engineering. That
is, give eight dollars for each pupil for each term, (one third of
a year). The State should also furnish the arms and battery.

5th. An actual life inthe camp for four weeks would not in any
way interfere with our general course of study, or our vacations.

The encampment can be in July and August, when almost all
schools are in vacation. Any school having the appointment,
could arrange its vacations to conform to the law.

Our experience with a military class three terms, which has
enroled over one hundred names, enables us to give the following
as a result of our experience.

1st. The pupils in the drill study more and recite better than
those who are not.

2d. A stranger will discriminate pupils who are in the drill by
their gait. Their general bearing is also marked as improved
in ease and gracefulness.

8d. We find this an excellent mode of teaching submission to
authority.

4th. Pupils do not weary of the drill after a few weeks. All
who have dropped it have done so on account of the expense
which they did not feel able to pay.

5th. Our military pupils have expressed a desire to go into
camp o few weeks, and have the promise of being permitted to
do 80 next summer.

6th. We require the pupils to do general duty, occasionally all
night, and to allow no person to pass without the countersign.
They perform this duty cheerfully, although they have had to
make a great many arrests,

7th. We try and convict those who violate the strictest mili-

law. We have not had a murmur against submitting to the
decigion of the court-martial or superior officer. v

gth. We think it essential to sustain the department that the

pupils dress in uniform and have arms and accoutrements.

Yours, very truly,
A. FLACK.
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ONEIDA SEMINARY.

February 15, 1862,
Hon. 8. B. WooLworTs :

Dear Sir—The circular of the Regents relating to a military
department in our colleges and higher institutions, was received
this morning. To the subject-matter of the circulac.I have given
considerable attention for a foew months past. Early in Septem-
ber last I encouraged the young men of this institution to form a
military company. Edwin Brown, a pupil, but at the same time
our teacher of calisthenics and gymnastics, was elected captain.
Our professor of languages, who during his course at Union
College, gave considerable attention to military studies. took
the company under his special charge. They have been drilled
from one to two hours each day for five days in each week. The
results that 1 have specially noted, are favorable in several res-
pects, viz: in invigorating their physical systems, developing
manly forms, adding grace and dignity to their manners, im-
pressing them with the necessity of accuracy and promptness, in
waking them to the importance of cheerful, immediate submis-
sion to the directions of their superiors in office. The experi-
ment thus far has proved the military drill to be valuable and
practicable in this seminary. It enables me to answer with some
confidence your first enquiry. =

1. It seems to me quite practicable to introduce a * military
drill and manual of arms, together with practice and theory of
military engineering into our colleges and higher institutions.”
The methods for carying this plan into effect will vary probably
in different institutions. To make it efficient, two things, it has
seemed to me, will be essential. First, to secure a good drill-
master, who shall be captain of the company. He may ben
professor in the institution or a pupil, as may be convenient, It
is not at all necessary that he should be a very scientific man.
The main point is to secure one who is capable, efficient and ac-
ceptable for this single duty. The second thing is to have &
regular course of study adapted to the military profession. It
should be thorough and extensive ; including the pure mathematics
through conic sections at least. Descriptive geometry and draw-
ing, surveying, civil and military engineering, mechtnioq and
military tactics. Those who complete this course should be en-
titled to a degree of such name and import as the Regents might
determine. This would both fit our young men for military life,
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and elevate the standard of scientific education in most of our
institutions, preparing youth for any pursuit they might wish to
follow. These subjects could be ordinarily taught by regular
professors. It could not be expected that all in the company
would complete this course. But a sufficient number might be
induced to complete it to form a large body of well educated
young men for officers of almost any rank. Those who partially
complete it could not pursue a course of study better adapted to
fit them for the duties of active life,

2. As you will perceive, we have already a department of
military instruction in our semipary. It was begun as an ex-
periment and has labored under many disabilities, and is yet in
ita infancy, but has assumed a somewhat permanent form. 1 am
directing our young men to a course of studies sach as I have
indicated above. We are desirous of improving and perfecting
the department.

3. We should prefer at present to employ a pupil for drill-
master, We have one who is capable and acceptable. The
scientific instruction and general supervision of the company
must be under the principal and regular professor. This plan it
may be found expedient hereafter to change.

4. To make the department what it ought to be we need aid.
For the company the institution should be furnished with arms
and equipments ; also text-books on strictly military subjects. I
would recommend also that the State pay the tuition of graduates
of the course for the last year. Besides a small appropriation
would be necessary to meet the expense of additional instruction.
These appropriations are the least that would be required for
the success and the efficiency of the department. They might
all be included in two items; first appropriation for arms, equip-
ments and text-books, which would not necessarily be repeated
often ; second appropriation for additional instruction—sojmuch
per member of company—ont of which graduates should have the
last year's instruction remitted,

5. Camp life could be attended to in our vacations.

6. Let me call your attention to the importance of such a de-
partment in our academies. The young men connected with them
do pot generally expect to study a profession. They are to form
onr future soldiers and officers in the army. Nearly three-fourths
of the students of our colleges look forward to a professional
life, and will therefore seldom be found in military ranks, Even
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if all should be educated for the army, the number would be too
small to meet the wants of the Empire State in the future that is
opening to us. For military services, we must depend to a great
extent upon that mass of intelligent youth who are in our numer-
ous academies and higher institutions of learning. If the State
should do anything to encourage and establish departments of
military instruction in any of our institutions, these assuredly
ought not to be omitted in the list of its beneficiaries.

In the above, I have but indicated the methods for carrying
into effeet a department of this kind. The details of the plan,
must depend to some extent, on circumstances. Hoping that the
mighty events that are now passing may awaken the Legislature
to some right and efficient action on the subject, J submit these
suggestions to the Regents, whose views will undoubtedly have a
controlling influence on the final result of legislative discussions.

- Very respectfully, yours,
(Signed) E. M. ROLLO.
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AN ACT TO PROMOTE MILITARY EDUCATION IN
THE HIGHER INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING IN
THIS STATE.

The People of the State of New York represented in Senate and

Assembly, do enact o5 Jollows:

Secriow 1. The Regents of the university are hereby author-
ized to select and appoint six of the incorporated colleges of
this State, subject to their visitation, and one incorporated
academy in each judicial district in the State, subject to their
visitation, in which a system of military education and training,
and the use and Practice of the manual of arms shall be estab-
lished as hereinafter provided,

§ 2. The Adjutant General is hereby authorized from time to
time, to furnish to the Proper officer of any institution so selected,
such and o many arms and such ‘military equipments and equip-
age as he may deem proper, taking satisfactory security to the
State for the proper use and safe return of the same when re-
quired,

§ 3. The Rogents of the university may appoint not to exceed
three professors of military instruction and tactics for the gene-
ral objects and purposes mentioned in thejr report on military
education presented to the Assembly on the seventh day of
March, 1862, who shall discharge such duties, and in such institu-
tions as the Regents may from time to time direct, and who shall
respectively receive o salary at the rate of fifteen hundred dol-
lars per annum, payable quarterly out of the sum hereinafter
appropriated,

§4. Each of the institutions selected as aforesaid may appoint
a drill-master (whose competency for the duties shall haye been
certified by the Adjutant General, or some officer whom he
may have designated for the purpose), to take the charge and
Superintendence of drilling the students in the military classes
of such institution, and in the manual of arms and other military
*Xercises, under such regulations as the Adjutant General may

b:—}-_h_»—e- -
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from time to time direct and approve, who shall each receive a
galary at the rate of seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum,
payable quarterly, out of the appropriation hereby made,

§ 5. The amount of the first six months of the appropriation
hereinafter made may be expended by the Regents and the Adju-
tant General, or with their approval in aiding the institutions
thus selected in making the requisite arrangements for conduct-
ing military education and drill, and in procuring libraries, maps
and models requisite for the purpose. But the amount appropri
ated for a library and for maps and models for any one institu-
tion shall not exceed five hundred dollars, and annually there-
after the sum of one hundred dollars may be used for the same
purpose. The books, maps and models thus procured, shall be
the property of the State, and the same may be retained by the
said institutions respectively until otherwise directed by the Re-
gents and the Adjutant General.

§ 6. A sum not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars of the amount
hereinafter appropriated may aunually be applied under the
direction of the Regents and the Adjutant General in defraying
the incidental expenses attendant upon carrying out the provis-
ions of this law,

§ 7. Any part of the sum hereby appropriated remaining unex-
pended after satisfying the aforesaid charges thereon, may in the
discretion of the Regents and the Adjutant General be applied
towards defraying the expenses attendant upon artillery exercise
and practice in any of the institutions thus selected or otherwise,
as they may deem proper in advancing military instruction, and
also in the expenses of any encampment or encampments for drill
and improvement in military science and tactics under such
regulations as to such encampments as may be approved by the
Adjutant General.

§ 8. If any institution thus selected shall at any time, in the
opinion of the Regents and the Adjutant General, fail satisfacto-
rily to perform its duties under this act; or if the number of
students in military education be too small in their judgment to
warrant its continuance, such other institution may be selected
in its place as the said Regents may determine.

§ 9. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars per annum for
two years, is hereby appropriated for the purpose of carrying
the provisions of this act into effect, to be paid by the Treasurer,

L1 __—4
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rom time to time, on the warrant of the Comptroller, out of any
noney in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

§ 10. The Regents of the University and the Adjutant Gen-
ral, shall make an annual report to the Legislature as to the
panner in which the provisions of this act have been carried
ut.

§ 11. This act shall take effect immediately.



